GOOD MARRIAGES

I know some good marriages. Second marriages mostly. Marriages where both people have outgrown the bullshit of me- Tarzan, you- Jane and are just trying to get through their days by helping each other, being good to each other, doing the chores as they come up and not worrying too much about who does what. Some men reach that delightfully relaxed state of affairs about age forty or after a couple of divorces. Maybe marriages are best in middle age. When all the nonsense falls away and you realise you have to love one another because you’re going to die anyway.

(by Erica Jong)

This passage is expressing an opinion about marriage- specifically “good marriages”. Thus an appropriate response might be a reasoned, critical expression of a counter-opinion on the part of the reader. Having made sure the class understood exactly what kind of “good marriage”  Erica Jong is in fact describing 9Mature, relaxed), students might be invited to exchange different points of view in open discussion: in what ways do they agree or disagree with the ideas put forward here, and can they support their ideas with examples, anecdotes, quotes. A good summing-up activity might be a piece of writing, of similar length to the original, expressing the individual student’s notion of what a good marriage is.
