Couples

This is a rather more sophisticated problem for adult students. Its background is as follows: in an imaginary future society , all weddings and divorces are arranged by a committee of marriage experts(the group). This committee likes to make sure that all adults marry, but has no objections to divorce if the relationship seems hopeless. The couples listed below have all requested divorces, and two single people want partners. They all happen to live along the same road. No further houses are available, so that if there are divorces, there will also have to be remarriages. The committee has to decide who will get a divorce, who  will be single(if anyone), and where they all will live. One house may be left empty if all the applicants are paired off; but care should be taken in placing of the families so that neighbours are likely to get on with one another.

This can be done simply by groups discussing their information-sheets and layouts, and trying to suggest a solution; or, if the class is big enough, role-play the twelve applicants, and the rest are divided into pairs of marriage counsellors. Each couple visit three or four pairs of counsellors, are interviewed, and explain how they feel. Then the counsellors all come together to discuss a possible solution, while the applicants do the same among themselves. In the feedback, the results may be compared. If, however, as is likely, the applicants’ group fails to arrive at a layout satisfactory to all, then they may be presented with the consellors’ proposal as an arbitrary, imposed solution. Here the activity may end, unless students have enough time and enthusiasm to go on arguing until a class consensus is reached. If wished, the solution suggested here can also be displayed and compared with students’ proposals.

INFORMATION SHEET

Tony and Sue   She is very demanding, he is a busy doctor with no time for her. She has had a string of affairs, the most recent with Martin. Tony complains she wastes his money, she says he is stingy. No children. She is bored, spends her time shopping and at parties. 

Martin and Rachel   Martin has been having an affair with Sue, which he has made no effort to hide. Rachel still loves him, but is deeply hurt by his selfishness and unfaithfulness. There is one six-year-old child. Martin is an architect, good at his work, a good father. She is a teacher, but her home situation is affecting her work badly.

Jerry and Ada    A rich couple. She has had a mental breakdown and is in hospital, but they had decided to separate before this. She has depression and is difficult to live with. She won'’ give parties or be polite to his business colleagues: this is bad for his career. He married her for her good looks, soon regretted it, and has had several discreet affairs.

Bert and Cathy   He is a bus driver, she is a nurse. They are by now on very bad terms, quarrel all the time. He is affectionate, home-loving and conventional, wants her to be a good housewife. She loves her work, is always at the hospital. No children: he wants, she doesn’t.

Larry and Edith   They have three children, but have been virtually separated (though living in the same house) for two years. Edith is fully occupied being a housewife and mother, Larry is a clerk in an office. The children are disturbed and problematic. Larry has been in love with Ada for many years, but has not tried to approach her, for moral and religious reasons. He is stable, but rather stuffy and conventional.

Nina   Young, attractive, well-dressed, capable, wants to be a lawyer, mainly because of the social status this will give her; but it is doubtful if she has patience to study.

Will   Aged 30, a widower. He is an explorer, constantly going off on dramatic, rather dangerous expeditions. Would like a wife, but cannot promise any kind of rather stable home life; does not want children.

Teacher’s notes

Students may be reminded to consider the following questions: Is this marriage worth saving? If so, how can the couple be helped? If not, what sort of new husband/wife is needed for each partner, and is such a character available? How will the children have the best chance of a stable, affectionate home? How important for them is it for them to be with their parents? Will there be friction if ex-wives and husbands, or lovers, live next door to each other? If a couple are divorced, which partner should stay in the original house? Or should they both move?

One solution (by no means the only “right” one) can be justified as follows: Tony, the busy doctor, and Cathy, the busy nurse seem made for one another; If Tony really is stingy, this will matter less, as Cathy has her own income. Sue needs an exciting challenge in her life, perhaps accompanying Will on his expeditions will give it to her; she probably wouldn’t make a good mother anyway. Rachel and Martin still have a good chance of rebuilding their relationship, based on Rachel’s affection and their child; marriage guidance is probably needed. Jerry wants an ambitious , capable wife- Nina is suitable, and will find the social position she wants with him. Ada may find stability and affection with Larry. Bert will be a good father to Edith’s children and she will give him the home he craves.
